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No attempt was made to carry the smoothed mean weight series 
to the extreme limits of heights. In the first place reliable averages 
could not be computed because of the relatively small number of 
children observed. In the second place averages w r ould probably 
not be good criteria of the correct weights of extremely short or 
extremely tall children, inasmuch as those who vary so widely in 
height from the mean could not be assumed to conform to any 
computed or assumed mean weights. It is not claimed, however, 
that this table reaches the limits of normality, especially in the older 
ages; but it appeared better to keep within safe limits where the data 
could be relied upon than to try to make a complete table if it were 
necessary to use unreliable figures for the extremes. 

It is suggested that this table, which is based on measurements of 
native white children in four representative Southern States, might 
serve as a table of correct weights among such children of the South. 
The usual tables of this sort are based on measurements of children 
of various racial stocks or distinctly selected groups of children, and 
it would seem that a table, based on measurements of children of a 
single race stock from one section of the country, would better 
represent the white children of that section. It should be borne in 
mind, however, that the older ages, particularly the 16-year-old 
boys, probably are not representative, because of the small number 
considered and selection due to children dropping out of school. 



THE PANAMA CANAL RAT GUARD. 

By W. C. Rucker, Surgeon, United States Public Health Service; Thief Quarantine Officer, 

Panama Canal. 

The world diffusion of plague and the ever present danger from rats 
being carried from port to port by ships constitute a serious health 
hazard at the Panama Canal. Every possible precaution is there- 
fore taken to prevent the embarkation and disembarkation of rats in 
Canal Zone ports, and the rat-guarding of ships thus becomes a 
matter of very considerable importance. To meet a need in this 
regard, with respect to one route of communication between shore 
and shipboard, there has been developed an extremely efficient and 
practical rat guard for ships' lines. Many of its features are not new 
and are simply improvements and adaptations of the best features 
of other forms of guards. 

SPECIAL FEATURES. 

The rigidity of the Panama Canal rat guard is insured by the 
straps^ which are riveted to it. These turn sharply at right angles 
and hold the guard perpendicular to the line. They are riveted to 
half-cones, which permit the guard to fit any line accurately. The 
lashing is a permanent part of the guard. The guard is painted to 
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PLATE I. 




A. The Panama Canal rat guard. The strap-iron reinforcements give it rigidity and hold it 
perpendicular to the line. The lashing is a permanent part of the guard, and the half-cones 
make it fit any line accurately. It is easily and quickly applied and light enough to facilitate 
handling. 




B. Panama Canal rat guard at left; ordinary rat guard at right. 
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protect it from the weather. It is not bent easily. It weighs 30 
pounds and is easily handled. The cost is $4.70, as shown by the 
following list of materials and prices: 

Material. 

26J pounds (one-hall sheet) iron, galvanized, 36 by 96 inches, 18 gage, at $8.61 Cost. 

per hundredweight $2. 29 

pounds (12 feet) strap iron, galvanized, J by £ inch, at $11.63 per hundred- 
weight 47 

20 rivets, J by $ inch, galvanized , 05 

6 feet rope, J-inch 06 

2.87 
Labor ; .....,,... 1. S3 

Total , 4. 70 



OHIO LAWS CREATING HEALTH DISTRICTS HELD CONSTI- 
TUTIONAL- 1 

The Hughes Health Act and the Griswold Health Act, passed by 
the Ohio Legislature in 1919, and under the terms of which each city 
in the State is constituted a city health district, and the townships 
and villages in each county are combined into a general health dis- 
trict, have been declared constitutional by the Supreme Court of 
Ohio. 

PHYSICIAN FINED FOR ISSUING IMPROPER SCHOOL CER- 
TIFICATES. 

According to the Weekly Bulletin of the New York City Depart- 
ment of Health, a physician in New York City was recently fined for 
issuing certificates allowing the return to school of two children, one 
of whom had been reported to the health department but two days 
previously as suffering from scarlet fever, and the other a brother 
who had been exposed to the case. The certificates stated that 
"they may return to school without any menace to other children." 



DEATHS DURING WEEK ENDED MAY 6, 1922. 

Summary of information received by telegraph from industrial insurance companies for 
week eiidcd May 6, 1922, and corresponding week, 1921. (From the Weekly Health 
Index, May 9, 1922, issued by the Bureau of the Census, Department of Commerce.) 

Week ended Corresponding 

May 6, 1922. week, 1921. 

Policies in force 49, 715, 225 46, 215, 876 

Number of death claims 9, 418 8, 279 

Death claims per 1,000 policies in force, annual rate 9v 9 9. 3 

i State ex rel. Village of Cuyahoga Heights v. Zangerle, County Auditor, and State ex rtl. City of West 
Pate v. Same, 134 N. E. 686. 



